
SATYRIASIS, FOLLOWING A BLOW UPON THE OCCIPUT

A man, aged 53, of very quiet and religious habits, accidentally struck
the back part of his head and neck against one of the corners of his bed.
There was considerable contusion, but no farther injury. Very soon
afterwards he became quiie satyriaeal ; formerly, modest and decorous,
he was now so vehemently salacious, that no woman could approach
him without risk of being insulted. Even bis own daughters were not
safe from the rage of his lust. For three months, this state of erotic
excitement lasted : his physical and intellectual powers became enfeebled
and childish, so overpowering was the predominance of ibis one passion.After a fit of furious anger at his wife, for refusing him conjugal rights,
he fell into a convulsion, complained of an intense pain at the crown of
the head, and, from that moment, all uneasiness at the occipital region
ceased—tbe satyriasis left him, and in its place a religious delirium, in-
dicated bv a constant muttering of prayers, succeeded. He became
slightly paralytic on ihe left side, and died on the 8ih day after the sud-
den change in the symptoms. ' Unfortunately, permission could not be
obtained to examine the encephalon after death ; and we are, therefore,
left in the dark as to any organic changes.

The metastasis of diseased action from the cerebellum to tbe vertex
(where ihe organs of veneration and hope are situated), and the corres-

ponding changes in ihe dominant emotions, are curious and worthy of
notice. Dr. Gall has stated, "that wounds and blows on the occiput or
nucha have been followed by inflammations of the genital organs ; " and
M. Voisin, in his work on the Moral and Physical Causes of Menial
Diseases, lias the following pertinent remark—" The material condition
of satyriasis resides in the encephalon ; and, in all cases, tbe inordinate
passion is in proportion, cither to the original over-activity of the cere-

bellum, or to ihe occasional circumstances which have caused ihe organ
to be violently excited." In the treatment, therefore, of such cases, our
attention ought to be directed specially to ihe remóle or essential cause.
M. Voisin has adduced numerous cases, in confirmation of the superior
efficacy of such a ratio medendi. Satyriasis and ils consequence, mas-
turbation, are not unfrequently met with in such hydrocéphalie patients
as have arrived at puberty ; and Dr. Gall has insisted upon this, as a
strong aiguillent in favor ofthe encephalic origin of the disease. Those
who have bad an opportunity of examining satyriaeal patients will agree
wilh us, when we slate that the orgasm of venery frequently does not
pass away with tbe seminal emission, but that the penis will remain erect,
and tbe semen be every now and then squirted out, for a considerable
time. The intellectual powers are almost always greatly impaired, the
miserable wretches living under ihe tyranny of their lusts. Now il is not
easy to rentier a philosophical interpretation of these facts, except upon
phrenological principles ; and if they be admitted as true, the interpreta-tion is at once obvious and satisfactory. There is an every-day occur-
rence which deserves notice, as it is in the power of any one to test its
reality on himself ; we allude lo the venereal desire being very generallyexcited by lying flat upon our back. It seems as if the ceftebeílum was
stimulated by the slight congestion thereby induced.— Trans. Medicales.
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